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Phase III ? 

From the EICUG Charter: 

CD0 (mission need       - Dec. 19 
         + site selection)    
CD1 (cost range)           - Jun. 21  
CD3A (procurements)   - Mar. 24

DOE status

https://www.eicug.org/index.html



Most relevant changes

From the EICUG Charter: 

- Inst. Board (IB) phased out.  
  Voting right assigned as one vote  
  per individual EICUG member

• Phasing Out the Institutional Board

It is recommended to consider that the Institutional Board (IB) be phased
out as the detector collaborations are formed. To date, voting rights were
assigned as one vote per Institution, and IB members represented the
Institution. By the phasing out of the IB, voting rights will be assigned
as one vote per individual EICUG member. In this case, Institutions
with a large number of members may dominate Committee membership.
This will need to be addressed by the Election and Nominating (E&N)
Committee in assembling candidate slates for elections. When the IB
is phased out, Institutional representatives will still be required to keep
track of the EICUG membership for their individual members, as before.
In addition, the IB Chair as a member of the SC, will disappear.

• Continuity in the Chair-line

It is recommended that the Past-Chair, Chair and Chair-Elect serve si-
multaneously on the Steering Committee.

The elections for the chair line will be conducted annually; the newly
elected person will serve as Chair-Elect for one year, then one year as a
Chair, and one year as a Past Chair, providing continuity in the leadership
line.

In the transition of the Steering Committee to the new era, at the end of
her term the current Chair will become Past-Chair, the current Vice-Chair
will become Chair and there will be an election for the new Chair-Elect.

• Elected DEI Representative on Steering Committee

In October 2020, the Steering Committee formed a Diversity, Equity &
Inclusion (DEI) Committee which subsequently established recommenda-
tions for EICUG Charter revisions which were approved by the vote of the
EICUG membership in 2021. To maintain continuity, it is recommended
to consider the DEI Committee Chair be a member of the Steering Com-
mittee.

Mission

The EICUG was formed as an international a�liation of scientists dedicated
to developing and promoting the scientific, technological, and educational goals
and motivations for a new high energy Electron-Ion Collider (EIC). A key goal is
to ensure that users of the future US-based EIC develop and maintain a strong
and visible role in the process leading to the realization of the EIC. The EICUG
will make known to the host laboratories’ (BNL and JLab) administrations the
needs and desires of those actively engaged in leading research projects, while
providing a means for the laboratories to inform them of current and future
plans related to EIC. This communication will enable the laboratories to better
evaluate the needs of the EIC users, to optimally plan their use of EIC facilities.
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New structure of the Steering Committee

From the EICUG Charter: 

Organization

Membership

Membership is open to scientists who are interested in doing research at the EIC
and support the mission described above. Members are expected to participate
in all activities in a collegial manner, respecting the integrity of their colleagues
and the diversity within the EICUG.

Governance

The regular business of the EICUG will be organized and directed by the Steer-
ing Committee (SC). The SC shall consist of the following twelve members:

• Chair

• Chair-Elect

• Past Chair

• Two regular members

• One early-career scientist (within 5 years of their PhD not counting career
interruptions)

• Two representatives from world regions outside the US, as defined by the
Steering Committee

• Chair of Diversity, Equity, Inclusion (DEI) Committee - ex o�cio member

• One representative from the ePIC Collaboration

• Two representatives selected by the host laboratories / EIC Project

Among the first eight (elected) members listed above, the term of service is
three years. Every year, three new members (one of which is the Chair-elect)
shall be elected for three-year terms. The election of the DEI Chair is described
below in the designated subsection. Should any of the elected members step
down earlier from their appointments, additional places on the ballot should be
added to the annual election. When deemed necessary, the Chair shall have the
power to fill vacancies occurring between meetings, with majority approval of
the SC. No elected SC member may serve for more than two consecutive terms
in any role. Nominees for Chair-elect cannot be from the same Institution as
that of the Chair or Past Chair.

Nominations for the elections shall be solicited from the EICUG community
by the Election and Nominating Committee. At least two candidates for Chair-
elect shall be sought by a Nominating Committee for each election. Elections
shall precede the annual EICUG Meeting, during which the names of those
elected shall be announced. If the election results in a tie, a runo↵ election will
be held and the candidate receiving a plurality of the votes will be elected.

4
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8 elected 
3-year term 

max. 2 consecutive terms 

elected with Chair-line system 

3 appointed 

Every year, 3 new members (Chair-Elect + 2) 
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Transition from old to new Steering Committee 

EICUG-SC 2023 GOVERNANCE TRANSITION PLAN

SC POSITION NAME TERM END
CHAIR R. Fatemi AUG 23
VICE-CHAIR M. Radici AUG 23
AT LARGE S. Dalla Torre DEC 22 

extend APR 23
AT LARGE T. Horn DEC 23
AT LARGE Y. Kovchegov DEC 22 

extend APR 23
EUROPEAN D. Sokhan AUG 23
INTERNATIONAL A. Mukherjee DEC 23
BNL/PROJECT T. Ullrich APPOINTED
JLAB/PROJECT R. Ent APPOINTED
IB CHAIR O. Evdokimov DEC 22 

extend APR 23

SC POSITION NAME TERM END
CHAIR M. Radici AUG 24
CHAIR-ELECT AUG 24
PAST-CHAIR R. Fatemi AUG 24
REGULAR I T. Horn AUG 24
REGULAR 2 AUG 26
INTERNATIONAL I A. Mukherjee AUG 24
INTERNATIONAL 2 AUG 25
EARLY CAREER AUG 25
ED&I CHAIR AUG 24
BNL/PROJECT T. Ullrich APPOINTED
JLAB/PROJECT R. Ent APPOINTED
EPIC REP APPOINTED

PHASE 2  CHARTER PHASE 3  CHARTER 

*BLUE: 2023 TRANSITION   *RED:  TO BE ELECTED

original slide from Renee Fatemi

O. Hen

M. Constantinou

M. Ruspa
W. “Bill” Li

A. Jentsch

J. Lajoie

Before Aug. 2023 After Aug. 2023

{ {



The EICUG Structure

Steering Committee (SC)

Elections&Nominating 
Committee

Charter 
Committee

Diversity, Equity & Inclusion 
(DE&I) Committee 
Chair sitting in SC

see report Wednesday, 10am 
and joint session with ePIC on 
Wednesday, 4:30pm

for composition of Committees, see EICUG web page 
https://www.eicug.org/content/organization.html

report in next talk



The EICUG Structure

Steering Committee (SC)

Elections&Nominating 
Committee

Charter 
Committee

Diversity, Equity & Inclusion 
(DE&I) Committee 
Chair sitting in SC

Conferences&Talks Committee 
renovated, includes also liaison to  

corresponding ePIC committee

Also: explore construction of shared database of past talks

see report Wednesday, 10am 
and joint session with ePIC on 
Wednesday, 4:30pm

for composition of Committees, see EICUG web page 
https://www.eicug.org/content/organization.html

Now that we are in Phase 3, the EICUG represents a natural discussion
forum for members with diverse expertise (accelerators, theory, experiments).
Ad hoc Working Groups have been created with conveners appointed by the
EICUG Steering Committee; currently, there are the Theory, Software, Com-
puting Coordination, and 2nd Detector Working Groups, but others could be
added if needed. The EICUG will also promote and facilitate the formation of
experimental collaborations around a specific EIC detector project. Realization
of the full scientific potential of the EIC will require multiple experiments. The
EICUG will foster and support collaborative discussion of initiatives that aim
to enhance the EIC scientific program. The EICUG will also provide opportu-
nities for communication and collaboration beyond the boundaries of a single
EIC Detector collaboration. The EICUG will work to

• Provide a forum to further develop the EIC scientific program and user
community, particularly by fostering exchange of ideas between exper-
imenters and theorists using diversified communicating tools (web site,
mailing lists, wiki pages, GitHub pages, Zenodo document repository,
etc..)

• Provide a forum for discussion and promote collaboration with the acceler-
ator community to optimize design and realization of the EIC experiments

• Organize and host annual meetings of the entire EIC Users community,
along with regular online periodic meetings. The EICUG will strive to
hold meetings in locations where none of the members are discriminated
against or endangered by laws or policies.

• Represent the interests of EIC users to the laboratories

• Represent the broader EIC Users community in discussions of scientific
priorities and tradeo↵s that may be imposed by budget realities; e.g. ar-
ticulate the scientific need for a second experiment.

• Select appropriate o�cial speakers and coordinate their participation with
the detector collaborations in EIC-related seminars, colloquia, workshops,
conferences, through the Conference and Talks Committee, whose mem-
bers are appointed for a one-year term by the EICUG Steering Committee,
and elect a Chair and a Vice-Chair

• Organize outreach to physicists, scientists, policy makers and the general
public about the EIC project

• Establish connections with other communities of potentially interested
physicists, in order to become a contact point for scientists willing to join
the EIC project.

3
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report in next talk
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The EICUG Structure

Working Groups (WG)
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ticulate the scientific need for a second experiment.

• Select appropriate o�cial speakers and coordinate their participation with
the detector collaborations in EIC-related seminars, colloquia, workshops,
conferences, through the Conference and Talks Committee, whose mem-
bers are appointed for a one-year term by the EICUG Steering Committee,
and elect a Chair and a Vice-Chair

• Organize outreach to physicists, scientists, policy makers and the general
public about the EIC project

• Establish connections with other communities of potentially interested
physicists, in order to become a contact point for scientists willing to join
the EIC project.
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of the full scientific potential of the EIC will require multiple experiments. The
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to enhance the EIC scientific program. The EICUG will also provide opportu-
nities for communication and collaboration beyond the boundaries of a single
EIC Detector collaboration. The EICUG will work to

• Provide a forum to further develop the EIC scientific program and user
community, particularly by fostering exchange of ideas between exper-
imenters and theorists using diversified communicating tools (web site,
mailing lists, wiki pages, GitHub pages, Zenodo document repository,
etc..)
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December 1, 2023 

 

  
The Honorable Jennifer Granholm 
Secretary of Energy 
United States Department of Energy 
1000 Independence Avenue SW  
Washington, DC 20585 

 
The Honorable Shalanda D. Young 
Director 
Office of Management and Budget 
725 17th Street NW 
Washington, DC 20503  

 

 

Dear Secretary Granholm and Director Young: 

As members of the Electron-Ion Collider User Group (EICUG), a diverse community of more than 1400 
physicists from 95 laboratories and universities across 34 U.S. states, and over 184 international institutions, 
we write to you today to express our strong support for the Department of Energy’s (DOE) Electron Ion 
Collider (EIC) project and urge you to provide increased funding in the FY25 DOE budget request to 
support its construction consistent with the project plan.  

As we noted in our letter last year, the world-leading, one-of-a-kind EIC will maintain America’s 
leadership and competitiveness in nuclear, accelerator, detector, and computing science — areas that 
are essential to economic advancement, national security, and technological development — for decades to 
come. The EICUG strongly supports the recently released 2023 Long Range Plan for Nuclear Science, A 
New Era of Discovery, which recommends “the expeditious completion of the EIC as the highest priority 
for facility construction.” The plan goes on to note that because it is the first collider of its kind to be 
constructed in the world, “leading-edge accelerator and detector technology developments at EIC will have 
broad impact” on “industry, medicine, and security.” 

Before we get to the details of our ask, we would like to thank you for your continued leadership and support 
of the Department of Energy, specifically the Office of Science. As you well know, stable and sustained 
investments in fundamental science research are the lifeblood of our nation’s innovation ecosystem, and 
support the scientists and technicians performing these critical activities. That said, our primary concern 
is that funding to support the successful construction of the EIC remains insufficient, risking both 
the project and US leadership in nuclear physics. 

Part of the reason for choosing BNL for siting the EIC was the approximately $2 billion in cost savings 
resulting from the re-purposing parts of the Relativistic Heavy Ion Collider (RHIC) and its tunnel for the 
EIC. The success of the EIC is critically dependent on several years of sustained and dedicated funding 
to support the transition of the highly trained workforce from RHIC—the only operating collider in the 
U.S.—to the EIC. Such funding will also support construction of the EIC, and ensure that the EIC project 
is advanced enough at the time of the completion of the RHIC science mission to keep the staff critical to 
the installation and implementation of new EIC components and the operation of the new facility.  

Unfortunately, funding to-date has been well below the levels required for such an optimally smooth 
transition, and below the level required to execute the technically driven and most efficient construction 
schedule that would deliver the project on time and on budget. While our community remains grateful for 
the additional $138 million in funding that the Inflation Reduction Act provided to the EIC project, it was 
a one-time investment, and to be successful, more regular funding is still needed. 
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investments in fundamental science research are the lifeblood of our nation’s innovation ecosystem, and 
support the scientists and technicians performing these critical activities. That said, our primary concern 
is that funding to support the successful construction of the EIC remains insufficient, risking both 
the project and US leadership in nuclear physics. 

Part of the reason for choosing BNL for siting the EIC was the approximately $2 billion in cost savings 
resulting from the re-purposing parts of the Relativistic Heavy Ion Collider (RHIC) and its tunnel for the 
EIC. The success of the EIC is critically dependent on several years of sustained and dedicated funding 
to support the transition of the highly trained workforce from RHIC—the only operating collider in the 
U.S.—to the EIC. Such funding will also support construction of the EIC, and ensure that the EIC project 
is advanced enough at the time of the completion of the RHIC science mission to keep the staff critical to 
the installation and implementation of new EIC components and the operation of the new facility.  

Unfortunately, funding to-date has been well below the levels required for such an optimally smooth 
transition, and below the level required to execute the technically driven and most efficient construction 
schedule that would deliver the project on time and on budget. While our community remains grateful for 
the additional $138 million in funding that the Inflation Reduction Act provided to the EIC project, it was 
a one-time investment, and to be successful, more regular funding is still needed. 

Ask for dedicated funding  
to EIC in DOE FY25 budget. 
268 signatures

- Apr. 26th  2024 Personal answer to EICUG Chair by  
H. Kung, DOE Off. Science Acting Dir.

Department of Energy 
Office of Science 

Washington, DC 20585 
Office of the Director 

Dr. Marco Radici 
Chair of the Electron-Ion Collider User Group Steering Committee 
,1)1�ဨ�6H]LRQH�GL�3DYLD 
YLD�%DVVL�� 
,ဨ������3DYLD 
Italy 

Dear Dr. Radici:  

Thank you for your letter dated 'HFHPEHU��������� to the Secretary of Energy and the 
'LUHFWRU�RI�WKH�2IILFH�RI�0DQDJHPHQW�DQG�%XGJHW regarding the Electron-Ion Collider 
(EIC).  I am responding on behalf of Secretary Granholm and Director Young.  I 
appreciate the time you took to share your support for RXU�ZRUN�RQ�WKH�3UHVLGHQW¶V�fiscal 
yHDU��)<�������%XGJHW�5HTXHVW�  

$V�WKH�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�GHYHORSV�WKH�3UHVLGHQW¶V�)<������%XGJHW��ZH�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�
IRFXV�RQ�LQYHVWPHQWV�WKDW�DUH�FULWLFDO�WR�OD\LQJ�D�VWURQJHU�IRXQGDWLRQ�IRU�RXU�1DWLRQ¶V�
future��LQFOXGLQJ�HPHUJLQJ�WHFKQRORJLHV�DQG�RXU�XVHU�IDFLOLWLHV.  

I can assure you that your thoughts will be carefully considered as we continue to 
GHYHORS�WKH�3UHVLGHQW¶V�)<������%XGJHW 5HTXHVW.  ,I�\RX�KDYH�DQ\�IXUWKHU�TXHVWLRQV��
please contact me or Ms. Natalia Melcer��6HQLRU�7HFKQLFDO�$GYLVRU��DW�(���) ���-����. 

6LQFHUHO\� 

Harriet Kung 
Acting Director 
Office of Science 

$SULO���������



Lobbying activity

Now that we are in Phase 3, the EICUG represents a natural discussion
forum for members with diverse expertise (accelerators, theory, experiments).
Ad hoc Working Groups have been created with conveners appointed by the
EICUG Steering Committee; currently, there are the Theory, Software, Com-
puting Coordination, and 2nd Detector Working Groups, but others could be
added if needed. The EICUG will also promote and facilitate the formation of
experimental collaborations around a specific EIC detector project. Realization
of the full scientific potential of the EIC will require multiple experiments. The
EICUG will foster and support collaborative discussion of initiatives that aim
to enhance the EIC scientific program. The EICUG will also provide opportu-
nities for communication and collaboration beyond the boundaries of a single
EIC Detector collaboration. The EICUG will work to

• Provide a forum to further develop the EIC scientific program and user
community, particularly by fostering exchange of ideas between exper-
imenters and theorists using diversified communicating tools (web site,
mailing lists, wiki pages, GitHub pages, Zenodo document repository,
etc..)

• Provide a forum for discussion and promote collaboration with the acceler-
ator community to optimize design and realization of the EIC experiments

• Organize and host annual meetings of the entire EIC Users community,
along with regular online periodic meetings. The EICUG will strive to
hold meetings in locations where none of the members are discriminated
against or endangered by laws or policies.

• Represent the interests of EIC users to the laboratories

• Represent the broader EIC Users community in discussions of scientific
priorities and tradeo↵s that may be imposed by budget realities; e.g. ar-
ticulate the scientific need for a second experiment.

• Select appropriate o�cial speakers and coordinate their participation with
the detector collaborations in EIC-related seminars, colloquia, workshops,
conferences, through the Conference and Talks Committee, whose mem-
bers are appointed for a one-year term by the EICUG Steering Committee,
and elect a Chair and a Vice-Chair

• Organize outreach to physicists, scientists, policy makers and the general
public about the EIC project

• Establish connections with other communities of potentially interested
physicists, in order to become a contact point for scientists willing to join
the EIC project.
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to support the transition of the highly trained workforce from RHIC—the only operating collider in the 
U.S.—to the EIC. Such funding will also support construction of the EIC, and ensure that the EIC project 
is advanced enough at the time of the completion of the RHIC science mission to keep the staff critical to 
the installation and implementation of new EIC components and the operation of the new facility.  

Unfortunately, funding to-date has been well below the levels required for such an optimally smooth 
transition, and below the level required to execute the technically driven and most efficient construction 
schedule that would deliver the project on time and on budget. While our community remains grateful for 
the additional $138 million in funding that the Inflation Reduction Act provided to the EIC project, it was 
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$SULO���������

- Jul. 19th  2024

   
 

   
 

July 19, 2024 
  
 

The Honorable Patty Murray     The Honorable John Kennedy 
Chairwoman                                                                       Ranking Member 
Energy & Water Development Subcommittee   Energy & Water Development Subcommittee 
Senate Committee on Appropriations   Senate Committee on Appropriations 
S-128, The Capitol      S-146, The Capitol 
Washington, DC 20510      Washington, DC 20510 
  
  
Dear Chairwoman Murray and Ranking Member Kennedy: 
  
  
As members of the Electron-Ion Collider User Group (EICUG), a diverse community of more than 1550 
physicists from 109 laboratories and universities across 34 U.S. states, and over 180 international 
institutions, we write to you today to express our strong support for the Department of Energy’s (DOE) 
Electron-Ion Collider (EIC) project — a collaboration between Brookhaven National Lab and Jefferson 
Lab — and urge you to support at least $150 million in the Fiscal Year 2025 (FY25) Energy and Water 
Development appropriations bill for its construction, consistent with the project plan.  
  
The world-leading, one-of-a-kind EIC will maintain America’s leadership and competitiveness in nuclear, 
accelerator, detector, and computing science — areas that are essential to economic advancement, national 
security, and technological development — for decades to come. It will do so by repurposing significant 
parts of the Relativistic Heavy Ion Collider (RHIC) at the conclusion of its science campaign in FY25, 
saving billions of dollars to construct the EIC, which will be the only operating particle collider in the 
United States. The recently released 2023 Long Range Plan for Nuclear Science, A New Era of Discovery, 
recommends “the expeditious completion of the EIC as the highest priority for facility construction.” The 
plan goes on to note that because it is the first collider of its kind to be constructed in the world, “leading-
edge accelerator and detector technology developments at EIC will have a “broad impact” on “industry, 
medicine, and security.” 
  
Stable and sustained investments in fundamental science research are the lifeblood of our nation’s 
innovation ecosystem, and support the scientists, engineers, and technicians performing these critical 
activities.  Many in our community advocate for strong and sustained funding with modest annual increases 
for the Office of Nuclear Physics as recommended by the Long Range Plan, and maintain that the nuclear 
physics research agenda is best enabled through a balanced scientific portfolio that includes the construction 
of new capabilities. To that end, as Congress develops and considers its appropriations bills for FY25, we 
also ask that you support robust funding for the Office of Science and its Office of Nuclear Physics, ensuring 
that the broader research program is not compromised.   
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Reiterated ask for dedicated funding to EIC in DOE FY25 budget. 

766 signatures   Big Thanks!



Lobbying activity

Now that we are in Phase 3, the EICUG represents a natural discussion
forum for members with diverse expertise (accelerators, theory, experiments).
Ad hoc Working Groups have been created with conveners appointed by the
EICUG Steering Committee; currently, there are the Theory, Software, Com-
puting Coordination, and 2nd Detector Working Groups, but others could be
added if needed. The EICUG will also promote and facilitate the formation of
experimental collaborations around a specific EIC detector project. Realization
of the full scientific potential of the EIC will require multiple experiments. The
EICUG will foster and support collaborative discussion of initiatives that aim
to enhance the EIC scientific program. The EICUG will also provide opportu-
nities for communication and collaboration beyond the boundaries of a single
EIC Detector collaboration. The EICUG will work to

• Provide a forum to further develop the EIC scientific program and user
community, particularly by fostering exchange of ideas between exper-
imenters and theorists using diversified communicating tools (web site,
mailing lists, wiki pages, GitHub pages, Zenodo document repository,
etc..)

• Provide a forum for discussion and promote collaboration with the acceler-
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about EICUG mission: 

Advocacy Letters

- Dec. 1st  2023

December 1, 2023 

 

  
The Honorable Jennifer Granholm 
Secretary of Energy 
United States Department of Energy 
1000 Independence Avenue SW  
Washington, DC 20585 

 
The Honorable Shalanda D. Young 
Director 
Office of Management and Budget 
725 17th Street NW 
Washington, DC 20503  

 

 

Dear Secretary Granholm and Director Young: 

As members of the Electron-Ion Collider User Group (EICUG), a diverse community of more than 1400 
physicists from 95 laboratories and universities across 34 U.S. states, and over 184 international institutions, 
we write to you today to express our strong support for the Department of Energy’s (DOE) Electron Ion 
Collider (EIC) project and urge you to provide increased funding in the FY25 DOE budget request to 
support its construction consistent with the project plan.  

As we noted in our letter last year, the world-leading, one-of-a-kind EIC will maintain America’s 
leadership and competitiveness in nuclear, accelerator, detector, and computing science — areas that 
are essential to economic advancement, national security, and technological development — for decades to 
come. The EICUG strongly supports the recently released 2023 Long Range Plan for Nuclear Science, A 
New Era of Discovery, which recommends “the expeditious completion of the EIC as the highest priority 
for facility construction.” The plan goes on to note that because it is the first collider of its kind to be 
constructed in the world, “leading-edge accelerator and detector technology developments at EIC will have 
broad impact” on “industry, medicine, and security.” 

Before we get to the details of our ask, we would like to thank you for your continued leadership and support 
of the Department of Energy, specifically the Office of Science. As you well know, stable and sustained 
investments in fundamental science research are the lifeblood of our nation’s innovation ecosystem, and 
support the scientists and technicians performing these critical activities. That said, our primary concern 
is that funding to support the successful construction of the EIC remains insufficient, risking both 
the project and US leadership in nuclear physics. 

Part of the reason for choosing BNL for siting the EIC was the approximately $2 billion in cost savings 
resulting from the re-purposing parts of the Relativistic Heavy Ion Collider (RHIC) and its tunnel for the 
EIC. The success of the EIC is critically dependent on several years of sustained and dedicated funding 
to support the transition of the highly trained workforce from RHIC—the only operating collider in the 
U.S.—to the EIC. Such funding will also support construction of the EIC, and ensure that the EIC project 
is advanced enough at the time of the completion of the RHIC science mission to keep the staff critical to 
the installation and implementation of new EIC components and the operation of the new facility.  

Unfortunately, funding to-date has been well below the levels required for such an optimally smooth 
transition, and below the level required to execute the technically driven and most efficient construction 
schedule that would deliver the project on time and on budget. While our community remains grateful for 
the additional $138 million in funding that the Inflation Reduction Act provided to the EIC project, it was 
a one-time investment, and to be successful, more regular funding is still needed. 
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Ask for dedicated funding  
to EIC in DOE FY25 budget. 
268 signatures

- Apr. 26th  2024 Personal answer to EICUG Chair by  
H. Kung, DOE Off. Science Acting Dir.

Department of Energy 
Office of Science 

Washington, DC 20585 
Office of the Director 

Dr. Marco Radici 
Chair of the Electron-Ion Collider User Group Steering Committee 
,1)1�ဨ�6H]LRQH�GL�3DYLD 
YLD�%DVVL�� 
,ဨ������3DYLD 
Italy 

Dear Dr. Radici:  

Thank you for your letter dated 'HFHPEHU��������� to the Secretary of Energy and the 
'LUHFWRU�RI�WKH�2IILFH�RI�0DQDJHPHQW�DQG�%XGJHW regarding the Electron-Ion Collider 
(EIC).  I am responding on behalf of Secretary Granholm and Director Young.  I 
appreciate the time you took to share your support for RXU�ZRUN�RQ�WKH�3UHVLGHQW¶V�fiscal 
yHDU��)<�������%XGJHW�5HTXHVW�  

$V�WKH�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�GHYHORSV�WKH�3UHVLGHQW¶V�)<������%XGJHW��ZH�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�
IRFXV�RQ�LQYHVWPHQWV�WKDW�DUH�FULWLFDO�WR�OD\LQJ�D�VWURQJHU�IRXQGDWLRQ�IRU�RXU�1DWLRQ¶V�
future��LQFOXGLQJ�HPHUJLQJ�WHFKQRORJLHV�DQG�RXU�XVHU�IDFLOLWLHV.  

I can assure you that your thoughts will be carefully considered as we continue to 
GHYHORS�WKH�3UHVLGHQW¶V�)<������%XGJHW 5HTXHVW.  ,I�\RX�KDYH�DQ\�IXUWKHU�TXHVWLRQV��
please contact me or Ms. Natalia Melcer��6HQLRU�7HFKQLFDO�$GYLVRU��DW�(���) ���-����. 

6LQFHUHO\� 

Harriet Kung 
Acting Director 
Office of Science 

$SULO���������

- Jul. 19th  2024

   
 

   
 

July 19, 2024 
  
 

The Honorable Patty Murray     The Honorable John Kennedy 
Chairwoman                                                                       Ranking Member 
Energy & Water Development Subcommittee   Energy & Water Development Subcommittee 
Senate Committee on Appropriations   Senate Committee on Appropriations 
S-128, The Capitol      S-146, The Capitol 
Washington, DC 20510      Washington, DC 20510 
  
  
Dear Chairwoman Murray and Ranking Member Kennedy: 
  
  
As members of the Electron-Ion Collider User Group (EICUG), a diverse community of more than 1550 
physicists from 109 laboratories and universities across 34 U.S. states, and over 180 international 
institutions, we write to you today to express our strong support for the Department of Energy’s (DOE) 
Electron-Ion Collider (EIC) project — a collaboration between Brookhaven National Lab and Jefferson 
Lab — and urge you to support at least $150 million in the Fiscal Year 2025 (FY25) Energy and Water 
Development appropriations bill for its construction, consistent with the project plan.  
  
The world-leading, one-of-a-kind EIC will maintain America’s leadership and competitiveness in nuclear, 
accelerator, detector, and computing science — areas that are essential to economic advancement, national 
security, and technological development — for decades to come. It will do so by repurposing significant 
parts of the Relativistic Heavy Ion Collider (RHIC) at the conclusion of its science campaign in FY25, 
saving billions of dollars to construct the EIC, which will be the only operating particle collider in the 
United States. The recently released 2023 Long Range Plan for Nuclear Science, A New Era of Discovery, 
recommends “the expeditious completion of the EIC as the highest priority for facility construction.” The 
plan goes on to note that because it is the first collider of its kind to be constructed in the world, “leading-
edge accelerator and detector technology developments at EIC will have a “broad impact” on “industry, 
medicine, and security.” 
  
Stable and sustained investments in fundamental science research are the lifeblood of our nation’s 
innovation ecosystem, and support the scientists, engineers, and technicians performing these critical 
activities.  Many in our community advocate for strong and sustained funding with modest annual increases 
for the Office of Nuclear Physics as recommended by the Long Range Plan, and maintain that the nuclear 
physics research agenda is best enabled through a balanced scientific portfolio that includes the construction 
of new capabilities. To that end, as Congress develops and considers its appropriations bills for FY25, we 
also ask that you support robust funding for the Office of Science and its Office of Nuclear Physics, ensuring 
that the broader research program is not compromised.   
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Reiterated ask for dedicated funding to EIC in DOE FY25 budget. 

766 signatures   Big Thanks!
Talks on Wednesday morning by L. Horton - DOE Office of Nucl. Phys. Acting Dir. 
                                                                     DOE Science Progr. Ass. Deputy Dir. 
                                                   A. Opper - NSF Nucl. Phys. Progr.



More…

 NuPECC Long Range Plan 2024      talk on Wednesday, 10:50am

NSAC Long Range Plan 2023

https://science.osti.gov/-/media/np/nsac/pdf/202310/October-4-LRP-Report.pdf

“We recommend the expeditious completion of  
  the EIC as the highest priority for facility  
  construction.”



Outreach

From the Charter  
about EICUG mission: 

Now that we are in Phase 3, the EICUG represents a natural discussion
forum for members with diverse expertise (accelerators, theory, experiments).
Ad hoc Working Groups have been created with conveners appointed by the
EICUG Steering Committee; currently, there are the Theory, Software, Com-
puting Coordination, and 2nd Detector Working Groups, but others could be
added if needed. The EICUG will also promote and facilitate the formation of
experimental collaborations around a specific EIC detector project. Realization
of the full scientific potential of the EIC will require multiple experiments. The
EICUG will foster and support collaborative discussion of initiatives that aim
to enhance the EIC scientific program. The EICUG will also provide opportu-
nities for communication and collaboration beyond the boundaries of a single
EIC Detector collaboration. The EICUG will work to

• Provide a forum to further develop the EIC scientific program and user
community, particularly by fostering exchange of ideas between exper-
imenters and theorists using diversified communicating tools (web site,
mailing lists, wiki pages, GitHub pages, Zenodo document repository,
etc..)

• Provide a forum for discussion and promote collaboration with the acceler-
ator community to optimize design and realization of the EIC experiments

• Organize and host annual meetings of the entire EIC Users community,
along with regular online periodic meetings. The EICUG will strive to
hold meetings in locations where none of the members are discriminated
against or endangered by laws or policies.

• Represent the interests of EIC users to the laboratories

• Represent the broader EIC Users community in discussions of scientific
priorities and tradeo↵s that may be imposed by budget realities; e.g. ar-
ticulate the scientific need for a second experiment.

• Select appropriate o�cial speakers and coordinate their participation with
the detector collaborations in EIC-related seminars, colloquia, workshops,
conferences, through the Conference and Talks Committee, whose mem-
bers are appointed for a one-year term by the EICUG Steering Committee,
and elect a Chair and a Vice-Chair

• Organize outreach to physicists, scientists, policy makers and the general
public about the EIC project

• Establish connections with other communities of potentially interested
physicists, in order to become a contact point for scientists willing to join
the EIC project.

3

- Newsletter resumed in renovated style and content last April 
next issue during Fall 2024
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talk on Wednesday, 4pm on global strategy to strengthen the 
                                            international EIC community



EICUG Award 

In recognition of outstanding contributions (both exp., th., as well as about 
instrumentation, computing or accelerator technologies) to the advance of the 
EIC project and physics case. 

Three categories: graduate students; post-docs; junior faculty or lab equivalent

Total 11 nominations:   3           ;       3     ;           5

Award ceremony this afternoon, 2pm, including   
a brief self-presentation of the winners for each category

Followed by 2 exp. talks and 2 th. talks  
on topics of interest for the EIC community



From Past to the Future 

All the Committees and WG’s worked hard to accomplish the EICUG mission 
in all aspects depicted in the Charter: promote discussion forum and exchange 
of ideas to advance the EIC science program; organize meetings and elections 
of the EIC community; represent the interests of the EIC users in various 
situations; organize outreach activities. 
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From Past to the Future 

All the Committees and WG’s worked hard to accomplish the EICUG mission 
in all aspects depicted in the Charter: promote discussion forum and exchange 
of ideas to advance the EIC science program; organize meetings and elections 
of the EIC community; represent the interests of the EIC users in various 
situations; organize outreach activities. 

I want to thank the EICUG Steering Committee  
for the invaluable help and support during my 
term as Chair of the EICUG. 

A special thank to Renee for the 3-years-long collaboration 
since the time of the [Chair, Vice-Chair] era!

Now, it’s time to leave the floor to  
the new Chair to hear about the future…



Thank You Marco!

1



Thank You Outgoing SC Members!
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• Asmita Mukherjee

• Wenliang “Bill” Li

• Thomas Ullrich



Thank You Outgoing SC Members!
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• Tanja Horn

• Asmita Mukherjee

• Wenliang “Bill” Li

• Thomas Ullrich

Thank you incoming SC Members: Peter Steinberg (BNL 
Representative) + new members elected by 674 EICUG members!



EICUG Moving Forward: Big Picture

4

Top priority: continue supporting EIC project!
• Theory community & “General” tools
• ePIC
• Accelerator
• Advocacy

Equally important: continue pushing for the future
• Detector II+ and Generic R&D*

+ Focusing on complementarity studies given ePIC design
* Program on hold for the coming year. Advocating for its renewal.
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Top priority: continue supporting EIC project!
• Theory community & “General” tools
• ePIC
• Accelerator
• Advocacy

Equally important: continue pushing for the future
• Detector II+ and Generic R&D*

+ Focusing on complementarity studies given ePIC design
* Program on hold for the coming year. Advocating for its renewal.

(details in talks 
today & tomorrow)



EICUG Moving Forward: 
User Engagement

6

User engagement is on the rise! e.g.:
• 674 Participate in SC Election
• 766 Signed funding advocacy letter

My ask to you: Keep it up! Proven user engagement sends a clear sign 
to labs, funding agencies, policy makers – we are committed to the 
EIC project and its science!

My promise to you: Minimal requests and only when it really matters!



Have a Great Meeting!

https://www.eicug.org


