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Vermiculite use in C-AD Facilities

• An AGS Department analysis completed in 1972 
concluded that “Vermiculite filled bags can act as an 
effective fire protection or flame barrier device and  
recommended the use of vermiculite to “reduce the 
chance of flame and fire  propagation from burning cable”

• Bags were placed on cable trays in various locations
• The intent was for bags to melt during a fire, which would 

distribute the vermiculite to “exclude air needed to 
propagate flame travel”. 

• The exact date of installation and exact product used 
was not recorded.
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Example bags in place
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Presuming Asbestos in Vermiculite
New York State Department of Health Policy:

• According to the EPA, you should assume that vermiculite 
insulation contains asbestos 

• Historically, the majority of the world's supply of vermiculite came 
from the mine located near Libby, Montana, that was closed in 
1990 due to high levels of asbestos contamination. 

• Since there is no mechanism to visually distinguish between 
vermiculite from the Libby mine versus other mines, as well as 
evidence of inaccuracies by methods used to rule out asbestos 
contamination, EPA’s guidance continues to emphasize caution 
when a building is being remediated especially when the origin of 
the vermiculite material is unknown. 

• Accordingly, NYS Industrial Code Rule 56 lists vermiculite as a 
suspect miscellaneous asbestos-containing material.
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Can we measure Asbestos in 
Vermiculite?

5



Vermiculite Spill Event in April, 2024
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Summary and Next Steps

• In New York State
• Vermiculite of unknown origin is presumed to be contaminated 

with asbestos
• There is no approved laboratory method to measure asbestos in 

loose bulk vermiculite
• Planning for removal from C-AD facilities has begun

• Considerations that must be addressed in planning:
• A replacement measure will likely be needed in some locations
• All aspects of removal work must comply with significant asbestos 

regulatory requirements
• Some common practices for asbestos (encapsulate it; leave it in 

place) do not address the problem    
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