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What does it mean to be human in science? 

Ágnes Mócsy (Pratt & MSU) - BNL Colloquium, December 9, 2025



Transylvania
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B R O O K H AV E N  N AT I O N A L  L A B O R AT O R Y



What	was	that	defining	moment	that	led	you	to	physics	?	

Music:	“Alone”	by	Kyle	Godbey



We	are	not	just	made	of	particles.	We	are	made	of	stories.	


Ágnes Mócsy (Pratt & MSU) - BNL Colloquium, December 9, 2025
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The Empowering Marbles Vision 



How	can	we	achieve	this?	

Ágnes Mócsy (Pratt & MSU) - BNL Colloquium, December 9, 2025



How	can	we	achieve	this?	

-	with	storytelling

Ágnes Mócsy (Pratt & MSU) - BNL Colloquium, December 9, 2025



Oh, the stereotypes



Oh, the stereotypes



ChaptGPT



Stories matter in science, too

Ágnes Mócsy (Pratt & MSU) - BNL Colloquium, December 9, 2025



Science as Dialogue, not Isolation

PubSci 2014





Physicist · Filmmaker · Communicator 



The Wow Factory 





K A I J I N G  W U    T H E  L I T T L E  B A N G  H AT  



G A O - M O C S Y- W U    P E R F E C T  L I Q U I D  S H I R T  



Ágnes Mócsy (Pratt & MSU) - BNL Colloquium, December 9, 2025



S A R A H  S Z A B O   G L A M O R O U S  G L U O N S  S E R I E S
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Science-Art Fusion Projects

Starstruck: Meet Our universe



Fusion Project Runway - the judges



A S H L E Y  L A N D O N   S P E C T R O S C O P Y



R U B Y  G E R T Z    “ S H I F T ”  D R E S S   



A N J A L I  C H A N D R A S H E K A R    L U N A  P L AT E S   



A N J A L I  C H A N D R A S H E K A R    L U N A  P L AT E S   



A N J A L I  C H A N D R A S H E K A R    L U N A  P L AT E S   





E VA  J E N S E N     M O D E L S  O F  T H E  AT O M  



R A I N E  M A N L E Y  R O B E R T S O N   E X O P L A N E T  D E T E C T I O N



J I  H Y U N  C H O N G    G A L A X Y  B L O S S O M   



R E B E C C A  T R AV I S    Y O U R  O W N  S TA R  C L U S T E R    



S O F I A  A L B E E    W E  A R E  S TA R S T U F F



S O F I A  A L B E E    W E  A R E  S TA R S T U F F



S P E N C E R  S T O N E B E R G    T H E  C O S M I C  W E B  O F  M AT T E R



S P E N C E R  S T O N E B E R G    T H E  C O S M I C  W E B  O F  M AT T E R



J O S H  D I E T Z   U N I V E R S A L  AT T R A C T I O N  



Science, the Film Muse



Ágnes Mócsy (Pratt & MSU) - BNL Colloquium, December 9, 2025



– first-year “Physics Meets the Arts” students in the Yale University Art Gallery
photo credit: YUAG



photo credit: YUAG



– Consensus

– Reina Maruyama

– Roald Hoffmann

– Tim Otto Roth

– Karyl Evans

– David Moore

– Stephen Irons– Paul Noel





photo credit: YUAG Ágnes Mócsy (Pratt & MSU) - BNL Colloquium, December 9, 2025



SEBASTIAN ROIZEN-RODRIGUEZ  

When You Wish (the Pain Away) Upon a Star 





Being Human in STEM

…. examining how diverse personal backgrounds, factors of gender, race, sexuality, religion, and 

economic circumstances shape the STEM experience at Yale and nationally

Ágnes Mócsy (Pratt & MSU) - BNL Colloquium, December 9, 2025



Stories towards “public”  



Stories within science 



Entering Cinema

http://www.smashingmatters.org




Rare Connections

Ágnes Mócsy (Pratt & MSU) - BNL Colloquium, December 9, 2025



Facility	for	Rare	Isotope	Beams





… it’s art that invites conversations, opens doors to a broader 
audience, allows society to see itself reflected in the stories … 

“Rare Connections” is about people, about seeing science in a new, 
enriched way, it’s about making its human side visible. 

Ágnes Mócsy (Pratt & MSU) - BNL Colloquium, December 9, 2025



Physics	is	emotional	

Ágnes Mócsy (Pratt & MSU) - BNL Colloquium, December 9, 2025









Making the Film

Ágnes Mócsy (Pratt & MSU) - BNL Colloquium, December 9, 2025



Cinematography



























The Crew

Editing

200+ hours 2h 14 min

Original Score 



Science	is	accessible	if	we	make	it	accessible	

Ágnes Mócsy (Pratt & MSU) - BNL Colloquium, December 9, 2025













MK12

Animation





Sharing	·	Belonging	·	Transformation	

Ágnes Mócsy (Pratt & MSU) - BNL Colloquium, December 9, 2025















Initial connections sparked

"My daughter (12) was inspired by the many women in 
the film. It was great to see her take an interest in 
science, which she typically calls "nerdy boy stuff.” 

Ágnes Mócsy (Pratt & MSU) - BNL Colloquium, December 9, 2025



Initial connections sparked

“ I used to think of physicists as solitary, brilliant eggheads 
but not anymore! My view of them is now more balanced: 
very intelligent people but also funny, inquisitive, 
determined, emotional, and endlessly creative.”

Ágnes Mócsy (Pratt & MSU) - BNL Colloquium, December 9, 2025



Thank you!www.rareconnectionsfilm.com


