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2026 is the last year before the “hadron drought”

- Most hadron beam test facilities will be unavailable from Fall 2026

- Beam test season at CERN PS/SPS shorter than usual, heavily over-subscribed

- Important beam test program for ePIC
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Mature PS/SPS draft schedules available

- ePIC applied for various beam times: dRICH, pfRICH, BIC, MPGDs, LFHCAL, AC-LGADs

- ePIC program has not been ratified by PS/SPS council

- We are operating in the margins of the schedule and by good will of the beam time coordinators

- Especially important that ePIC subsystems are good tenants of space and time given to us

- All details available here: https://ps-sps-coordination.web.cern.ch/ps-sps-coordination/
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PS T8/T10 schedule draft
- Everyone in ePIC got accommodated

- Wk 15: LFHCAL 

- Wk 24/25: Joint beam time of dRICH and pfRICH

- Wk 35: BIC

- (MPGD was offered time earlier than hoped for, so had to decline)
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SPS H2/H4 schedule draft
- Everyone in ePIC got accommodated – this is huge

- Wk 20: LFHCAL 

- Wk 29/30: MPGD as part of DRD1
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SPS H8 schedule draft
- Everyone in ePIC got accommodated – this is huge

- Wk 22: joint dRICH + pfRICH
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SPS H6 schedule draft
- Everyone in ePIC got accommodated – this is huge

- Wk 29: AC-LGAD in parallel with other fast silicon projects
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Summary

- Everyone in ePIC got accommodated – this is huge

- Still trying to get formal “ePIC” workshop space at CERN for setup, commissioning, medium-term storage etc.

- Will update here when there is movement
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