
Conferences & Talks Report + 
ePIC Automated Talk Review 

Workflow
Daniel Brandenburg (vice-chair), Brian Page (Chair)

May 29th, 2026



CTC manages nominations, speakers, 
approval workflow

Detailed records since 2023
Lots of ePIC involvement in DIS, CHEP etc.

We often struggle to get speakers - lots of opportunities for newer groups, students, 
post-docs. Please proactively nominate your people!
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CTC - workflow https://www.epic-
eic.org/meetings/conferences.html

Submitting a talk ~few days 
before conference is not 
acceptable

Nominal submission is 8 days 
before deadline, but earlier is 
better
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CTC - workflow https://www.epic-
eic.org/meetings/conferences.html

Submitting a talk ~few days 
before conference is not 
acceptable

Nominal submission is 8 days 
before deadline, but earlier is 
better

We have used Zenodo as our 
document management system 
– make sure you have an account 
setup
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https://www.epic-
eic.org/documents/zenodo.html

Zenodo Setup Tutorial
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Some statistics + summary*

*Information may be highly biased – based on self-reporting and inference from phonebook
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Normalized to Collaboration population
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*Alpha version* - Automated Approval Workflow 
• We recognize that the current approval process is highly “manual” 

– email-based with no central database
• Working with BNL developers to implement phonebook-based 

automated approval workflow

• Early stages, some success, lots already learned, much to do 
before it is perfect…
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User’s procedure for talk submission:
0. Upload document to the ePIC community on Zenodo (protected)
1. Go to https://phonebook.sdcc.bnl.gov/ePIC/
2. Login with or create a CILogon account - use the account that is associated 
with your ePIC membership, i.e. BNL or JLab account

3. Once logged into the phonebook, select “Add New Document” from the left 
side menu (you may have to scroll down to see it)

4. Enter your talk information.
After adding title / abstract - select the appropriate conference from the list 
of Events.
For the “Group": Select the most relevant physics, detector, or software 
working group
Under Authors, add yourself and any coauthors on your talk
Leave reviewers blank
In the "Link to this document … “ provide the URL to your document 
uploaded to Zenodo

5. After submitting the document, there is a tab bar at the top - select workflows
Select “Talk Review” 
6. Click Assign workflow
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eic.org/documents/zenodo.html

Zenodo Setup Tutorial

http://www.epic-
eic.org/collaboration/
new_member.html

Setup Tutorial (See 
step 3):
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https://phonebook.sdcc.bnl.gov/
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Lots of difficulty with 
CILogon – many people get 
logged in without proper 
connection to ePIC account
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Type of document
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Select PWG, DSC, SWG etc. 
Depending on physics talk, 
hardware / detector talk, or 
software 

Select the event (conference etc.) 
from the drop down 
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Zenodo document link (if applicable)

5/29/2026 ePIC CTC Report | Daniel Brandenburg 20



5/29/2026 ePIC CTC Report | Daniel Brandenburg 21



5/29/2026 ePIC CTC Report | Daniel Brandenburg 22



5/29/2026 ePIC CTC Report | Daniel Brandenburg 23



Initial testing with the 
submissions for the sQM and 
DIS, CHEP conferences
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Assign document ID

Email: Authors, 
CTC, working group

Review request to working group 
managers (DSL, conveners, etc.)

Email: Notify PAC, TIC, S&C

Review from: PAC, TIC, S&C depending on 
group (Physics, technical, software)

Final review by CTC 

Document is public

5/29/2026 ePIC CTC Report | Daniel Brandenburg 25



Example

If you are logged in with the 
correct role (convener etc.) you 
will see a review tab
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Summary:

Report of talks given by ePIC so far
- We need better engagement + nominations
• Initial automated workflow has been implemented
• Setting up CILogon is a pain point – but it is a one-time thing
• We need the conveners to get setup – some workflows have run but don’t receive 

comments from conveners (improving).

• Improvements*:
• Better dashboard for talks – all from a conference, all from a WG, all that are 

not approved, etc.
• Need additional workflows for non-standard talks (reviewed only by TIC, PAC, 

SC etc.)
• Need to support documents (annotated PDFs for comments)
• We need to collect feedback from users and conveners
• Need an “inbox” to show all items waiting on logged in user
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*Special thank-you to Markus + Wouter for helpful 
comments/suggestions



Event Database
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Event Database

“admins” can create events 

At this point – CTC chair / vice-
chair creates events when 
needed
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Automated approval workflow 

Previously we had 3 separate Final sign-off

Physics Analysis Coordinators

Technical Integration Coordinators

Software & Computing Coordinators

Now we have a single “unified” workflow 
regardless of category

Lets look at the workflow, and then we will see how a user 
submits a talk / content.
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