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ATLAS forward region: Run 1
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ATLAS forward region: Run 2
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ATLAS ZDC Design
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Full ZDC detector has 
4 modules, each with depth  

of 1 nuclear interaction length

Showers produce Cerenkov 
light in d=1.5mm vertical  

quartz rods (GE214) sandwiched  
between1cm tungsten plates

Some spatial information provided 
by 1mm longitudinal bent rods, 

read out by 10mm R1635 PMTs: 
EM module has 8x8 grid 

HadXY module has 8x10 grid, 
grouped into 24 regions



ATLAS ZDC in Run 1&2
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In 2013 and 2016 p+Pb running,  
LHCf replaced segmented EM module

2011 pp running damaged quartz, 
so all rods replaced for 2013 & 2015 running



ATLAS ZDC: goals
• Primary purpose: event triggering and centrality 

confirmation in hadronic heavy ion collisions
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Coincidence of ZDCs suppresses ultraperipheral EM processes.
Strong correlation between ZDC energy & forward calorimeter ET  

confirms basic assumptions of centrality analysis in Pb+Pb.
Essential for triggering on hadronic heavy ion collisions.
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Single ZDC spectrum
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σ/E1n ~ 16%: 4+ neutrons clearly visible, and then continuum, 
which ends where ZDC-FCal correlation turns over



ATLAS ZDC: goals
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Distinguishing EM processes
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Practical considerations
• Additional soft photon exchange

• Even in γγ UPC processes (no neutrons), STARLIGHT predicts breakup 
occurring O(30%) of the time, depending on Mµµ,Yµµ

• Detailed nuclear fragmentation not available  

• In time pileup
• µ = (interactions / bunch crossing) = σin L / Nbunches fLHC

• σin known to be ~7.7b (nuclear geometry), µ ~ 0.005
• However, for ZDCs, one needs to use σEMD

• σEMD ~ 190 b (ALICE, 2.76 TeV), 205 b (RELDIS, 5.02 TeV)
• Thus, pileup is increased by 200/7.7 ~ 26, µ ~ 0.13
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Observed ZDC topology is not sufficient for final results 
if desired precision is <15%



γγ processes: light-by-light
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Observing light-by-light scattering at the Large Hadron Collider

David d’Enterria1 and Gustavo G. Silveira2

1CERN, PH Department, 1211 Geneva, Switzerland
2UC Louvain, Center for Particle Physics and Phenomenology (CP3), Louvain-la-Neuve, Belgium

Elastic light-by-light scattering (γ γ → γ γ) is open to study at the Large Hadron Collider thanks to
the large quasi-real photon fluxes available in electromagnetic interactions of protons (p) and lead
(Pb) ions. The γ γ → γ γ cross sections for diphoton masses mγγ > 5 GeV amount to 105 fb, 260 pb,
and 370 nb in p-p, p-Pb, and Pb-Pb collisions at nucleon-nucleon center-of-mass energies

√
s
NN

= 14
TeV, 8.8 TeV, and 5.5 TeV respectively. Such a measurement has no substantial backgrounds in
Pb-Pb collisions where one expects about 70 signal events per run, after typical detector acceptance
and reconstruction efficiency selections.

PACS numbers: 12.20.-m, 13.40.-f, 14.70.-e, 25.20.Lj

Introduction. – The elastic scattering of two photons in vacuum (γ γ → γ γ) is a pure quantum-mechanical
process that proceeds at leading order in the fine structure constant, O(α4), via virtual one-loop box diagrams
containing charged particles (Fig. 1). Although light-by-light (LbyL) scattering via an electron loop has been
precisely, albeit indirectly, tested in the measurements of the anomalous magnetic moment of the electron [1]
and muon [2], its direct observation in the laboratory remains elusive still today. Out of the two closely-related
processes –photon scattering in the Coulomb field of a nucleus (Delbrück scattering) [3] and photon-splitting in
a strong magnetic field (“vacuum” birefringence) [4, 5]– only the former has been clearly observed [6]. Several
experimental approaches have been proposed to directly detect γ γ → γ γ in the laboratory using e.g. Compton-
backscattered photons against laser photons [7], collisions of photons from microwave waveguides or cavities [8] or
high-power lasers [9, 10], as well as at photon colliders [11, 12] where energetic photon beams can be obtained by
Compton-backscattering laser-light off electron-positron (e+e−) beams [13]. Despite its fundamental simplicity, no
observation of the process exists so far.

In the present letter we investigate the novel possibility to detect elastic photon-photon scattering using the
large (quasi-real) photon fluxes of the protons and ions accelerated at TeV energies at the CERN Large Hadron
Collider (LHC). In the standard model (SM), the box diagram depicted in Fig. 1 involves charged fermions (leptons
and quarks) and boson (W±) loops. In extensions of the SM, extra virtual contributions from new heavy charged
particles are also possible. The study of the γ γ → γ γ process –in particular at the high invariant masses reachable
at photon colliders– has thus been proposed as a particularly neat channel to study anomalous gauge-couplings [11,
12], new possible contributions from charged supersymmetric partners of SM particles [14], monopoles [15], and
unparticles [16], as well as low-scale gravity effects [17, 18] and non-commutative interactions [19].

γ
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γ

p,Pb

p,Pb

p,Pb

p,Pb

FIG. 1: Schematic diagram of elastic γ γ → γ γ collisions in electromagnetic proton and/or ion interactions at the LHC. The
initial-state photons are emitted coherently by the protons and/or nuclei which survive the electromagnetic interaction.

Photon-photon collisions in “ultraperipheral” collisions of proton [20, 21] and lead (Pb) beams [22] have been
experimentally observed at the LHC [23–27]. All charges accelerated at high energies generate electromagnetic
fields which, in the equivalent photon approximation (EPA) [28], can be considered as γ beams [29]. The
emitted photons are almost on mass shell, with virtuality −Q2 < 1/R2, where R is the radius of the charge,
i.e. Q2 ≈ 0.08 GeV2 for protons with R ≈ 0.7 fm, and Q2 < 4·10−3 GeV2 for nuclei with RA ≈ 1.2A1/3 fm,
for mass number A > 16. Naively, the photon-photon luminosities are suppressed by a factor α2 ≈ 5·10−5 and
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Invariant masses out to 20-25 GeV, 
Pair rapidity out to 2

Clear enhancement at low  
acoplanarity
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Evidence for light-by-light scattering in heavy-ion
collisions with the ATLAS detector at the LHC
ATLAS Collaboration†

Light-by-light scattering (� � ! � � ) is a quantum-mechanical process that is forbidden in the classical theory of
electrodynamics. This reaction is accessible at the Large Hadron Collider thanks to the large electromagnetic field strengths
generated by ultra-relativistic colliding lead ions. Using 480µb�1 of lead–lead collision data recorded at a centre-of-mass
energy per nucleon pair of 5.02 TeV by the ATLAS detector, here we report evidence for light-by-light scattering. A total of 13
candidate events were observed with an expected background of 2.6 ± 0.7 events. After background subtraction and analysis
corrections, the fiducial cross-section of the process Pb+ Pb (� � )! Pb(⇤)+ Pb(⇤)� � , for photon transverse energy ET >3GeV,
photon absolute pseudorapidity |⌘|<2.4, diphoton invariant mass greater than 6 GeV, diphoton transverse momentum lower
than 2GeV and diphoton acoplanarity below 0.01, is measured to be 70 ± 24 (stat.) ±17 (syst.) nb, which is in agreement
with the standard model predictions.

One of the key features of Maxwell’s equations is their
linearity in both the sources and the fields, from which
follows the superposition principle. This forbids e�ects such

as light-by-light (LbyL) scattering, � � ! � � , which is a purely
quantum-mechanical process. It was realized in the early history of
quantum electrodynamics (QED) that LbyL scattering is related to
the polarization of the vacuum1. In the standard model of particle
physics, the virtual particles that mediate the LbyL coupling are
electrically charged fermions orW± bosons. In QED, the � � !� �
reaction proceeds at lowest order in the fine-structure constant
(↵em) via virtual one-loop box diagrams involving fermions (Fig. 1a),
which is an O(↵4

em ⇡3⇥109) process, making it challenging to test
experimentally. Indeed, the elastic LbyL scattering has remained
unobserved: even the ultra-intense laser experiments are not yet
powerful enough to probe this phenomenon2.

LbyL scattering via an electron loop has been precisely, albeit
indirectly, tested in measurements of the anomalous magnetic
moment of the electron and muon3,4 where it is predicted to
contribute substantially, as one of the QED corrections5. The
� � !� � reaction has been measured in photon scattering in the
Coulomb field of a nucleus (Delbrück scattering) at fixed photon
energies below 7GeV (refs 6–9). The analogous process, where a
photon splits into two photons by interaction with external fields
(photon splitting), has been observed in the energy region of
0.1–0.5GeV (ref. 10). A related process involving only real photons,
in which several photons fuse to form an electron–positron pair
(e+e�), has been measured in ref. 11. Similarly, the multiphoton
Compton scattering, in which up to four laser photons interact with
an electron, has been observed12.

An alternative way by which LbyL interactions can be studied
is by using relativistic heavy-ion collisions. In ‘ultra-peripheral
collision’ (UPC) events, with impact parameters larger than twice
the radius of the nuclei13,14, the strong interaction does not play
a role. The electromagnetic (EM) field strengths of relativistic
ions scale with the proton number (Z). For example, for a lead
(Pb) nucleus with Z = 82 the field can be up to 1025 Vm�1

(ref. 15), much larger than the Schwinger limit16 above which QED
corrections become important. In the 1930s it was found that highly

relativistic charged particles can be described by the equivalent
photon approximation (EPA)17–19, which is schematically shown in
Fig. 1b. The EM fields produced by the colliding Pb nuclei can
be treated as a beam of quasi-real photons with a small virtuality
of Q2 < 1/R2, where R is the radius of the charge distribution
and so Q2 < 10�3 GeV2. Then, the cross-section for the reaction
Pb + Pb (� � ) ! Pb + Pb � � can be calculated by convolving
the respective photon flux with the elementary cross-section for
the process � � !� � . Since the photon flux associated with each
nucleus scales as Z 2, the cross-section is extremely enhanced as
compared with proton–proton (pp) collisions.

In this article, a measurement of LbyL scattering in Pb + Pb
collisions at the Large Hadron Collider (LHC) is reported, following
the approach recently proposed in ref. 20. The final-state signature
of interest is the exclusive production of two photons, Pb + Pb
(� � ) ! Pb(⇤)+Pb(⇤)� � , where a possible EM excitation of the
outgoing ions21 is denoted by (⇤). Hence, the expected signature is
two photons and no further activity in the central detector, since the
Pb(⇤) ions escape into the LHC beam pipe. Moreover, it is predicted
that the background is relatively low in heavy-ion collisions and
is dominated by exclusive dielectron (� � ! e+e�) production20,22.
The misidentification of electrons as photons can occur when the
electron track is not reconstructed or the electron emits a hard-
bremsstrahlung photon. The fiducial cross-section of the process
� � ! � � in Pb + Pb collisions is measured, using a data set
recorded at a nucleon–nucleon centre-of-mass energy (psNN) of
5.02 TeV. This data set was recorded with the ATLAS detector at
the LHC in 2015 and corresponds to an integrated luminosity of
480 ± 30 µb�1. In addition to the measured fiducial cross-section,
the significance of the observed number of signal candidate events
is given, assuming the background-only hypothesis.

Experimental set-up
ATLAS is a cylindrical particle detector composed of several sub-
detectors23. ATLAS uses a right-handed coordinate system with
its origin at the nominal interaction point in the centre of the
detector and the z axis along the beam pipe. The x axis points
from the interaction point to the centre of the LHC ring, and the y

© 2017 Macmillan Publishers Limited, part of Springer Nature. All rights reserved.

†A full list of authors and a�liations appears at the end of the paper.
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σfid = 70±24 (stat.) 
±17(syst) nb

4.4σ significance observed 
3.8σ expected

Looking forward to 
improvements in 2018!

signal
region
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Elastic light-by-light scattering (γ γ → γ γ) is open to study at the Large Hadron Collider thanks to
the large quasi-real photon fluxes available in electromagnetic interactions of protons (p) and lead
(Pb) ions. The γ γ → γ γ cross sections for diphoton masses mγγ > 5 GeV amount to 105 fb, 260 pb,
and 370 nb in p-p, p-Pb, and Pb-Pb collisions at nucleon-nucleon center-of-mass energies

√
s
NN

= 14
TeV, 8.8 TeV, and 5.5 TeV respectively. Such a measurement has no substantial backgrounds in
Pb-Pb collisions where one expects about 70 signal events per run, after typical detector acceptance
and reconstruction efficiency selections.

PACS numbers: 12.20.-m, 13.40.-f, 14.70.-e, 25.20.Lj

Introduction. – The elastic scattering of two photons in vacuum (γ γ → γ γ) is a pure quantum-mechanical
process that proceeds at leading order in the fine structure constant, O(α4), via virtual one-loop box diagrams
containing charged particles (Fig. 1). Although light-by-light (LbyL) scattering via an electron loop has been
precisely, albeit indirectly, tested in the measurements of the anomalous magnetic moment of the electron [1]
and muon [2], its direct observation in the laboratory remains elusive still today. Out of the two closely-related
processes –photon scattering in the Coulomb field of a nucleus (Delbrück scattering) [3] and photon-splitting in
a strong magnetic field (“vacuum” birefringence) [4, 5]– only the former has been clearly observed [6]. Several
experimental approaches have been proposed to directly detect γ γ → γ γ in the laboratory using e.g. Compton-
backscattered photons against laser photons [7], collisions of photons from microwave waveguides or cavities [8] or
high-power lasers [9, 10], as well as at photon colliders [11, 12] where energetic photon beams can be obtained by
Compton-backscattering laser-light off electron-positron (e+e−) beams [13]. Despite its fundamental simplicity, no
observation of the process exists so far.

In the present letter we investigate the novel possibility to detect elastic photon-photon scattering using the
large (quasi-real) photon fluxes of the protons and ions accelerated at TeV energies at the CERN Large Hadron
Collider (LHC). In the standard model (SM), the box diagram depicted in Fig. 1 involves charged fermions (leptons
and quarks) and boson (W±) loops. In extensions of the SM, extra virtual contributions from new heavy charged
particles are also possible. The study of the γ γ → γ γ process –in particular at the high invariant masses reachable
at photon colliders– has thus been proposed as a particularly neat channel to study anomalous gauge-couplings [11,
12], new possible contributions from charged supersymmetric partners of SM particles [14], monopoles [15], and
unparticles [16], as well as low-scale gravity effects [17, 18] and non-commutative interactions [19].
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p,Pb
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FIG. 1: Schematic diagram of elastic γ γ → γ γ collisions in electromagnetic proton and/or ion interactions at the LHC. The
initial-state photons are emitted coherently by the protons and/or nuclei which survive the electromagnetic interaction.

Photon-photon collisions in “ultraperipheral” collisions of proton [20, 21] and lead (Pb) beams [22] have been
experimentally observed at the LHC [23–27]. All charges accelerated at high energies generate electromagnetic
fields which, in the equivalent photon approximation (EPA) [28], can be considered as γ beams [29]. The
emitted photons are almost on mass shell, with virtuality −Q2 < 1/R2, where R is the radius of the charge,
i.e. Q2 ≈ 0.08 GeV2 for protons with R ≈ 0.7 fm, and Q2 < 4·10−3 GeV2 for nuclei with RA ≈ 1.2A1/3 fm,
for mass number A > 16. Naively, the photon-photon luminosities are suppressed by a factor α2 ≈ 5·10−5 and



ATLAS ZDC in light-by-light
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Figure S2: Schematic diagram for the CEP gg→ γγ process production mechanism.
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Figure S3: Diphoton acoplanarity distribution observed in data (points) for events in CEP-enhanced region (Aco >
0.01) with energy deposit in ZDC corresponding to multiple forward neutron emission. For comparison, CEP
gg→ γγMC predictions are also shown. The statistical uncertainties on the data are presented as vertical bars.

exactly one neutron emission (13 events in total) are observed in data. The expected event yield from
CEP gg → γγ MC is 0.9 events, however, events with one or more emitted neutrons are expected from
the signal process, due to an excitation of the nuclear giant dipole resonance [2].
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exactly one neutron emission (13 events in total) are observed in data. The expected event yield from
CEP gg → γγ MC is 0.9 events, however, events with one or more emitted neutrons are expected from
the signal process, due to an excitation of the nuclear giant dipole resonance [2].
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Light-by-light is pure γγ → no neutron production (modulo soft exchange)  
background processes involving gluon exchange → neutrons in ZDC

Events with ZDC activity show broad acoplanarity distribution 
validates use of expectations from SuperChic CEP 
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γγ processes: dileptons
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ZDC for dilepton production

 16

π|/φΔAco = 1 - |
0 0.01 0.02 0.03 0.04 0.05 0.06

C
or

re
ct

ed
 c

ou
nt

s 
[/0

.0
02

]

1

10

210

310

410

2%

 PreliminaryATLAS
-µ++µ+(*)+Pb(*) Pb→Pb+Pb 

-1bµ = 515 intL
0.0 < |Y| < 0.8
 10 < M < 100 GeV
Data
STARLIGHT
Fit to STARLIGHT
Data fit
Background contribution

π|/φΔAco = 1 - |
0 0.01 0.02 0.03 0.04 0.05 0.06

C
or

re
ct

ed
 c

ou
nt

s 
[/0

.0
02

]

1

10

210

310

410

2%

 PreliminaryATLAS
-µ++µ+(*)+Pb(*) Pb→Pb+Pb 

-1bµ = 515 intL
0.8 < |Y| < 1.6
 10 < M < 100 GeV
Data
STARLIGHT
Fit to STARLIGHT
Data fit
Background contribution

π|/φΔAco = 1 - |
0 0.01 0.02 0.03 0.04 0.05 0.06

C
or

re
ct

ed
 c

ou
nt

s 
[/0

.0
02

]

1

10

210

310

410

4%

 PreliminaryATLAS
-µ++µ+(*)+Pb(*) Pb→Pb+Pb 

-1bµ = 515 intL
1.6 < |Y| < 2.4
 10 < M < 100 GeV
Data
STARLIGHT
Fit to STARLIGHT
Data fit
Background contribution

�

�

`+

`�

p

p

p

p

�

�

`+

`�

p

p

p

X

�

�

`+

`�

p

p

Y

X

(a) (b) (c)

Figure 1. Diagrams representing the multiperipheral two-photon processes studied in this paper:
(a) elastic process, (b) single-dissociative and (c) double-dissociative process. In all three cases it is
possible to study lepton pair production, like e+e�, µ+µ� and ⌧+⌧�, whereas X and Y represent
the hadronic systems resulting from the proton dissociation.

As will be discussed in the present paper, the calculation of inelastic unintegrated

photon fluxes requires knowledge of the proton structure functions in a broad range of

x (quark/antiquark longitudinal momentum fraction with respect to the proton) and Q2

(photon virtuality). In the deep-inelastic regime, the structure functions (parton distri-

butions) are related to the proton’s partonic structure and undergo DGLAP evolution

equations. At low virtualities the structure function cannot be calculated easily from first

principles and has to be rather measured. There are some simple models to extend the

partonic F2 to nonperturbative model (e.g., see Ref. [3]). This model nicely describes virtu-

ality dependence of the Gottfried Sum Rule [4]. The very low Q2 region was parametrized
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Here we go beyond what is available in the literature by addressing distributions in the

transverse momentum of the muon pair as well as the azimuthal decorrelation of muons.

We also use a variety of modern parametrizations of the proton structure functions and

discuss the uncertainties related to them.

Another quantitative description of lepton pair production is the lpair event generator

[7], which is based on the calculation for two-photon processes [8], and also has the possibil-

ity to include proton dissociative processes. We compare the results of our kT -factorization

approach to the results obtained with lpair.
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We calculate production rates for several hard processes in ultraperipheral proton-nucleus and nucleus-
nucleus collisions at the LHC. The resulting high rates demonstrate that some key directions in small x research
proposed for HERA will be accessible at the LHC through these ultraperipheral processes. Indeed, these mea-
surements can extend the HERA x range by roughly a factor of 10 for similar virtualities. Nonlinear effects on
the parton densities will thus be significantly more important in these collisions than at HERA.

PACS numbers:

Studies of small x deep inelastic scattering at HERA
substantially improved our understanding of strong in-
teractions at high energies. Among the key findings of
HERA were the direct observation of the rapid growth
of the small x structure functions over a wide range
of virtualities, Q2, and the observation of a significant
probability for hard diffraction consistent with approx-
imate scaling and a logarithmic Q2 dependence (“lead-
ing twist” dominance). HERA also established a new
class of hard exclusive processes – high Q2 vector me-
son production – described by the QCD factorization
theorem and related to generalized parton distributions
in nucleons.

The importance of nonlinear QCD dynamics at small
x is one of the focal points of theoretical activity (see
e.g. Ref. [1]). Analyses suggest that the strength of
the interactions, especially when a hard probe directly
couples to gluons, approaches the maximum possible
strength – the black disk limit – for Q2 ≤ 4 GeV2.
These values are relatively small, with an even smaller
Q2 for coupling to quarks, Q2 ∼ 1 GeV2, making it
difficult to separate perturbative and nonperturbative
effects at small x and Q2. Possible new directions
for further experimental investigation of this regime in-
clude higher energies, nuclear beams and studies of the
longitudinal virtual photon cross section, σL. The latter
two options were discussed for HERA [2, 3]. Unfor-
tunately, it now seems that HERA will stop operating
in two years with no further measurements along these
lines except perhaps of σL. One might therefore expect
that experimental investigations in this direction would
end during the next decade.

The purpose of this letter is to demonstrate that sev-
eral of the crucial directions of HERA research can be

continued and extended by studies of ultraperipheral
heavy ion collisions (UPCs) at the LHC. UPCs are in-
teractions of two heavy nuclei (or a proton and a nu-
cleus) in which a nucleus emits a quasi-real photon
that interacts with the other nucleus (or proton). These
collisions have the distinct feature that the photon-
emitting nucleus either does not break up or only emits
a few neutrons through Coulomb excitation, leaving a
substantial rapidity gap in the same direction. These
kinematics can be readily identified by the hermetic
LHC detectors, ATLAS and CMS. In this paper we
consider the feasibility of studies in two of the direc-
tions pioneered at HERA: parton densities and hard
diffraction. The third, quarkonium production, was dis-
cussed previously [4, 5, 6]. It was shown that pA and
AA scattering can extend the energy range of HERA,
characterized by √

sγN , by about a factor of 10 and,
in particular, investigate the onset of color opacity for
quarkonium photoproduction.
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FIG. 1: Diagram of dijet production by photon-gluon fusion
where the photon carries momentum fraction x1 while the
gluon carries momentum fraction x2.
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have zero neutrons in one direction and one or more neutrons in the opposite direction, referred to as the
“0nXn” event topology. The photon-going direction is defined to be the direction in which zero neutrons
are observed. Background events are removed by requiring a minimum rapidity gap in this direction
and requiring that there is no large gap in the opposite direction. Corrections are applied to account
for signal events removed by these requirements, and thus they are not part of the fiducial definition
of the measurement. Event-level observables are constructed from all jets having transverse momenta
pT > 15 GeV and pseudo-rapidities |⌘ | < 4.4. Events are required to have two or more such jets and at
least one jet with pT > 20 GeV. The jets are used to define the event-level variables:
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where i runs over the measured jets in an event, E and ~p represent jet energies and momentum vectors,
respectively, and pz represents the longitudinal component of the jet momenta. The signs of pz are chosen
to be positive in the photon-going direction. A further requirement is imposed that the jet-system mass,
mjets, satisfies mjets > 35 GeV.

The di�erential cross-sections are measured as a function of HT and

z� ⌘
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s
e
+yjets , xA ⌘

mjetsp
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�yjets . (2)

In the limit of 2! 2 scattering kinematics, xA corresponds to the ratio of the energy of the struck parton
in the nucleus to the (per nucleon) beam energy. z� = x� y, where y is the energy fraction carried by the
photon. For direct processes, x� is unity, while for resolved events, it is the fraction of the photon’s energy
carried by the resolved parton entering the hard scattering.

The remainder of this note is structured as follows: Section 2 describes the ATLAS detector and the
triggers used for the measurements in this analysis. Section 3 describes the data and Monte Carlo (MC)
samples used in the analysis and provides information on how the MC sample obtained from P�����
is re-weighted for use in Pb+Pb collisions. Section 5 describes all aspects of the data analysis and the
measurement of the photo-nuclear dijet production cross-sections. Section 6 discusses the evaluation of
the systematic uncertainties, and Section 7 discusses possible backgrounds to the measurement. Section 8
presents the final results figures with comparison to Monte Carlo and theory. Section 9 summarizes this
note and provides conclusions.

2 ATLAS detector

The measurements described in this note are performed using the ATLAS detector [18] in the Run 2
configuration. They rely on the calorimeter system, the inner detector, the zero degree calorimeters,
and the trigger system. The calorimeters, which cover the pseudo-rapidity range |⌘ | < 4.91, are used
for measuring the jets and for the rapidity gap analysis. The inner detector is used to measure charged
particle tracks over |⌘ | < 2.5. The zero degree calorimeters (ZDCs), which measure neutrons emitted at
1 ATLAS uses a right-handed coordinate system with its origin at the nominal interaction point (IP) in the center of the detector

and the z-axis along the beam pipe. The x-axis points from the IP to the center of the LHC ring, and the y-axis points
upward. Cylindrical coordinates (r, �) are used in the transverse plane, � being the azimuthal angle around the z-axis. The
pseudorapidity is defined in terms of the polar angle ✓ as ⌘ = � ln tan(✓/2).
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jet variables:gap selection to reject γγ while  
accepting resolved photon production.

Need to also include diffractive 
contributions w/o ZDC trigger

Work in progress, coming soon.
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We calculate production rates for several hard processes in ultraperipheral proton-nucleus and nucleus-
nucleus collisions at the LHC. The resulting high rates demonstrate that some key directions in small x research
proposed for HERA will be accessible at the LHC through these ultraperipheral processes. Indeed, these mea-
surements can extend the HERA x range by roughly a factor of 10 for similar virtualities. Nonlinear effects on
the parton densities will thus be significantly more important in these collisions than at HERA.

PACS numbers:

Studies of small x deep inelastic scattering at HERA
substantially improved our understanding of strong in-
teractions at high energies. Among the key findings of
HERA were the direct observation of the rapid growth
of the small x structure functions over a wide range
of virtualities, Q2, and the observation of a significant
probability for hard diffraction consistent with approx-
imate scaling and a logarithmic Q2 dependence (“lead-
ing twist” dominance). HERA also established a new
class of hard exclusive processes – high Q2 vector me-
son production – described by the QCD factorization
theorem and related to generalized parton distributions
in nucleons.

The importance of nonlinear QCD dynamics at small
x is one of the focal points of theoretical activity (see
e.g. Ref. [1]). Analyses suggest that the strength of
the interactions, especially when a hard probe directly
couples to gluons, approaches the maximum possible
strength – the black disk limit – for Q2 ≤ 4 GeV2.
These values are relatively small, with an even smaller
Q2 for coupling to quarks, Q2 ∼ 1 GeV2, making it
difficult to separate perturbative and nonperturbative
effects at small x and Q2. Possible new directions
for further experimental investigation of this regime in-
clude higher energies, nuclear beams and studies of the
longitudinal virtual photon cross section, σL. The latter
two options were discussed for HERA [2, 3]. Unfor-
tunately, it now seems that HERA will stop operating
in two years with no further measurements along these
lines except perhaps of σL. One might therefore expect
that experimental investigations in this direction would
end during the next decade.

The purpose of this letter is to demonstrate that sev-
eral of the crucial directions of HERA research can be

continued and extended by studies of ultraperipheral
heavy ion collisions (UPCs) at the LHC. UPCs are in-
teractions of two heavy nuclei (or a proton and a nu-
cleus) in which a nucleus emits a quasi-real photon
that interacts with the other nucleus (or proton). These
collisions have the distinct feature that the photon-
emitting nucleus either does not break up or only emits
a few neutrons through Coulomb excitation, leaving a
substantial rapidity gap in the same direction. These
kinematics can be readily identified by the hermetic
LHC detectors, ATLAS and CMS. In this paper we
consider the feasibility of studies in two of the direc-
tions pioneered at HERA: parton densities and hard
diffraction. The third, quarkonium production, was dis-
cussed previously [4, 5, 6]. It was shown that pA and
AA scattering can extend the energy range of HERA,
characterized by √

sγN , by about a factor of 10 and,
in particular, investigate the onset of color opacity for
quarkonium photoproduction.

p
   

T

A

A

x

x1

2

p
   
T

−

FIG. 1: Diagram of dijet production by photon-gluon fusion
where the photon carries momentum fraction x1 while the
gluon carries momentum fraction x2.
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have zero neutrons in one direction and one or more neutrons in the opposite direction, referred to as the
“0nXn” event topology. The photon-going direction is defined to be the direction in which zero neutrons
are observed. Background events are removed by requiring a minimum rapidity gap in this direction
and requiring that there is no large gap in the opposite direction. Corrections are applied to account
for signal events removed by these requirements, and thus they are not part of the fiducial definition
of the measurement. Event-level observables are constructed from all jets having transverse momenta
pT > 15 GeV and pseudo-rapidities |⌘ | < 4.4. Events are required to have two or more such jets and at
least one jet with pT > 20 GeV. The jets are used to define the event-level variables:
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where i runs over the measured jets in an event, E and ~p represent jet energies and momentum vectors,
respectively, and pz represents the longitudinal component of the jet momenta. The signs of pz are chosen
to be positive in the photon-going direction. A further requirement is imposed that the jet-system mass,
mjets, satisfies mjets > 35 GeV.

The di�erential cross-sections are measured as a function of HT and
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In the limit of 2! 2 scattering kinematics, xA corresponds to the ratio of the energy of the struck parton
in the nucleus to the (per nucleon) beam energy. z� = x� y, where y is the energy fraction carried by the
photon. For direct processes, x� is unity, while for resolved events, it is the fraction of the photon’s energy
carried by the resolved parton entering the hard scattering.

The remainder of this note is structured as follows: Section 2 describes the ATLAS detector and the
triggers used for the measurements in this analysis. Section 3 describes the data and Monte Carlo (MC)
samples used in the analysis and provides information on how the MC sample obtained from P�����
is re-weighted for use in Pb+Pb collisions. Section 5 describes all aspects of the data analysis and the
measurement of the photo-nuclear dijet production cross-sections. Section 6 discusses the evaluation of
the systematic uncertainties, and Section 7 discusses possible backgrounds to the measurement. Section 8
presents the final results figures with comparison to Monte Carlo and theory. Section 9 summarizes this
note and provides conclusions.

2 ATLAS detector

The measurements described in this note are performed using the ATLAS detector [18] in the Run 2
configuration. They rely on the calorimeter system, the inner detector, the zero degree calorimeters,
and the trigger system. The calorimeters, which cover the pseudo-rapidity range |⌘ | < 4.91, are used
for measuring the jets and for the rapidity gap analysis. The inner detector is used to measure charged
particle tracks over |⌘ | < 2.5. The zero degree calorimeters (ZDCs), which measure neutrons emitted at
1 ATLAS uses a right-handed coordinate system with its origin at the nominal interaction point (IP) in the center of the detector

and the z-axis along the beam pipe. The x-axis points from the IP to the center of the LHC ring, and the y-axis points
upward. Cylindrical coordinates (r, �) are used in the transverse plane, � being the azimuthal angle around the z-axis. The
pseudorapidity is defined in terms of the polar angle ✓ as ⌘ = � ln tan(✓/2).
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to be positive in the photon-going direction. A further requirement is imposed that the jet-system mass,
mjets, satisfies mjets > 35 GeV.

The di�erential cross-sections are measured as a function of HT and
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In the limit of 2! 2 scattering kinematics, xA corresponds to the ratio of the energy of the struck parton
in the nucleus to the (per nucleon) beam energy. z� = x� y, where y is the energy fraction carried by the
photon. For direct processes, x� is unity, while for resolved events, it is the fraction of the photon’s energy
carried by the resolved parton entering the hard scattering.

The remainder of this note is structured as follows: Section 2 describes the ATLAS detector and the
triggers used for the measurements in this analysis. Section 3 describes the data and Monte Carlo (MC)
samples used in the analysis and provides information on how the MC sample obtained from P�����
is re-weighted for use in Pb+Pb collisions. Section 5 describes all aspects of the data analysis and the
measurement of the photo-nuclear dijet production cross-sections. Section 6 discusses the evaluation of
the systematic uncertainties, and Section 7 discusses possible backgrounds to the measurement. Section 8
presents the final results figures with comparison to Monte Carlo and theory. Section 9 summarizes this
note and provides conclusions.

2 ATLAS detector

The measurements described in this note are performed using the ATLAS detector [18] in the Run 2
configuration. They rely on the calorimeter system, the inner detector, the zero degree calorimeters,
and the trigger system. The calorimeters, which cover the pseudo-rapidity range |⌘ | < 4.91, are used
for measuring the jets and for the rapidity gap analysis. The inner detector is used to measure charged
particle tracks over |⌘ | < 2.5. The zero degree calorimeters (ZDCs), which measure neutrons emitted at
1 ATLAS uses a right-handed coordinate system with its origin at the nominal interaction point (IP) in the center of the detector

and the z-axis along the beam pipe. The x-axis points from the IP to the center of the LHC ring, and the y-axis points
upward. Cylindrical coordinates (r, �) are used in the transverse plane, � being the azimuthal angle around the z-axis. The
pseudorapidity is defined in terms of the polar angle ✓ as ⌘ = � ln tan(✓/2).

4

jet variables:gap selection to reject γγ while  
accepting resolved photon production.

Need to also include diffractive 
contributions w/o ZDC trigger

Work in progress, coming soon.
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We calculate production rates for several hard processes in ultraperipheral proton-nucleus and nucleus-
nucleus collisions at the LHC. The resulting high rates demonstrate that some key directions in small x research
proposed for HERA will be accessible at the LHC through these ultraperipheral processes. Indeed, these mea-
surements can extend the HERA x range by roughly a factor of 10 for similar virtualities. Nonlinear effects on
the parton densities will thus be significantly more important in these collisions than at HERA.

PACS numbers:

Studies of small x deep inelastic scattering at HERA
substantially improved our understanding of strong in-
teractions at high energies. Among the key findings of
HERA were the direct observation of the rapid growth
of the small x structure functions over a wide range
of virtualities, Q2, and the observation of a significant
probability for hard diffraction consistent with approx-
imate scaling and a logarithmic Q2 dependence (“lead-
ing twist” dominance). HERA also established a new
class of hard exclusive processes – high Q2 vector me-
son production – described by the QCD factorization
theorem and related to generalized parton distributions
in nucleons.

The importance of nonlinear QCD dynamics at small
x is one of the focal points of theoretical activity (see
e.g. Ref. [1]). Analyses suggest that the strength of
the interactions, especially when a hard probe directly
couples to gluons, approaches the maximum possible
strength – the black disk limit – for Q2 ≤ 4 GeV2.
These values are relatively small, with an even smaller
Q2 for coupling to quarks, Q2 ∼ 1 GeV2, making it
difficult to separate perturbative and nonperturbative
effects at small x and Q2. Possible new directions
for further experimental investigation of this regime in-
clude higher energies, nuclear beams and studies of the
longitudinal virtual photon cross section, σL. The latter
two options were discussed for HERA [2, 3]. Unfor-
tunately, it now seems that HERA will stop operating
in two years with no further measurements along these
lines except perhaps of σL. One might therefore expect
that experimental investigations in this direction would
end during the next decade.

The purpose of this letter is to demonstrate that sev-
eral of the crucial directions of HERA research can be

continued and extended by studies of ultraperipheral
heavy ion collisions (UPCs) at the LHC. UPCs are in-
teractions of two heavy nuclei (or a proton and a nu-
cleus) in which a nucleus emits a quasi-real photon
that interacts with the other nucleus (or proton). These
collisions have the distinct feature that the photon-
emitting nucleus either does not break up or only emits
a few neutrons through Coulomb excitation, leaving a
substantial rapidity gap in the same direction. These
kinematics can be readily identified by the hermetic
LHC detectors, ATLAS and CMS. In this paper we
consider the feasibility of studies in two of the direc-
tions pioneered at HERA: parton densities and hard
diffraction. The third, quarkonium production, was dis-
cussed previously [4, 5, 6]. It was shown that pA and
AA scattering can extend the energy range of HERA,
characterized by √

sγN , by about a factor of 10 and,
in particular, investigate the onset of color opacity for
quarkonium photoproduction.
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FIG. 1: Diagram of dijet production by photon-gluon fusion
where the photon carries momentum fraction x1 while the
gluon carries momentum fraction x2.
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Photo-nuclear jet production

‣ Use "A → jets + X to study parton distribution in nucleus potentially at small x
- Strikman, Vogt and White Phys.Rev.Lett. 96 (2006) 082001

21

Figure adapted from EPPS16 1612.05741 [hep-ph]   ATLAS-CONF-2017-011

Domain accessible by 
UPC is
- Spans region where 

nPDFs go from 
significant to small

- Has considerable 
overlap with EIC

Some overlap with EIC:
access to eA physics

A. Angerami, QM18



Conclusions
• ZDC plays a central role in ATLAS HI program

• Distinguishes between hadronic and EM induced reactions
• Central role in minbias & UPC trigger schemes

• Use cases of ATLAS ZDC discussed for
• Event selection/centrality confirmation
• Characterizing backgrounds in light-by-light
• Studying soft photon exchange and backgrounds in UPC dilepton production
• Selection of photonuclear dijet events

• Upgrade design underway for Runs 3/4:
• joint R&D efforts between ATLAS & CMS
• Discussed in detail in next talk
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