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We investigate numerically the spectral flow introduced byAdams for the staggered Dirac operator on realistic
quenched gauge configurations in 2D and 4D. We study both the unimproved and the HISQ Dirac operators,
and we compare with the case of spectral flow for Wilson fermions. We show that the spectral flow provides
a good topological definition of the index, with a clear separation of high and low crossing modes, especially
for the HISQ Dirac operator.
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