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About BWIS

 Brookhaven Women in Science (BWIS) is a diverse and inclusive community 
that promotes equal opportunity and advancement for all women in 
support of world-class science. 

 We sponsor workshops, speaker series, scholarship and award ceremonies, 
and networking events. 

 We contribute to the community by working with schools, community 
groups, and organizations to support education in science, technology, 
engineering, and math (STEM), and professional development. 
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Gertrude Scharff-Goldhaber
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 first woman PhD to be hired by 
BNL in 1950. 

 started the Brookhaven Lecture 
series in 1960

 founding member of BWIS
in 1979

 “The vicious cycle which was 
originally created by the overt 
exclusion of women from 
mathematics and science must 
be broken… [I]t is of the utmost 
importance to give a girl at a 
very early age the conviction that 
girls are capable of becoming 
scientists.”



Gertrude Scharff-Goldhaber

 first woman PhD to be hired by 
BNL in 1950. 

 started the Brookhaven Lecture 
series in 1960

 founding member of BWIS
in 1979

 Robert Park (APS): “One of the 
great women pioneers in what 
was an almost exclusively male 
profession. … An inspiration to 
generations of women in physics, 
she was only the third female 
physicist elected to the National 
Academy of Sciences.”
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 first woman PhD to be hired by 
BNL in 1950. 

 started the Brookhaven Lecture 
series in 1960

 founding member of BWIS
in 1979

 Peter Bond: “Trudy Goldhaber 
made important contributions to 
science, but she also made 
strong contributions to the Lab 
as a whole, to women in science 
and to education. She made the 
Lab a better place.”
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1992 First Prize Recipient
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1992 First Prize Recipient
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year name affiliation year name affiliation
2004 Mirna Lerotic SBU

2019 Brooke Russell Yale 2003 Lilia Anguelova SBU
2018 Minjung Kim Seoul NU 2003 Carola Berger SBU
2017 Anna Gura SBU 2002 Yiing-Rei Chen SBU
2016 Kathryn Meehan UC Davis 2001 Jane Burward-Hoy SBU
2015 Fen Guan SBU 2001 Irina Mocioiu SBU
2014 Li Yi Purdue 2001 Rebecca Christianson MIT
2013 Sara Callori SBU 2000 Diana Vaman SBU
2012 Marija Kotur SBU 1999 Angelika Osanna SBU
2011 Megan Connors SBU 1998 Shan-Ho Tsai SBU
2010 Johanna Nelson SBU 1998 Mary Josephine Bellanca SBU
2009 Na Li CCNU 1997 N.N. N.N.
2008 Christine Nattrass Yale 1996 Q. Joan Harris MIT
2007 Manuela Kulaxizi SBU 1995 N.N. N.N.
2006 Enju Lima SBU 1994 Fang Shu SBU
2005 Anne Sickles SBU 1992 Xiaodong Zhang SBU

Recipients Thus Far
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Rebekah Pestes

 Because of her interest in doing scientific research, 
Rebekah Pestes attended the Lincoln Public Schools' 
Science Focus Program for high school, taking an 
average of two science classes per semester.  By the 
time she started college at Walla Walla University, 
she still did not know what field of research she 
wanted to pursue and ended up choosing Biophysics 
and Math as her majors.  While there, she worked 
with Dr. Roy Campbell on research in protein folding.
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 As Rebekah worked toward a B.S. in Biophysics, she realized that she 
preferred using math to describe how things worked over the intense 
memorization required for biology.  This eventually led her to work on 
research in neutrino theory with Dr. Patrick Huber while pursuing her Ph.D. 
in physics at Virginia Tech.  Currently, she is working with Dr. Peter Denton 
in the SCGSR program at Brookhaven National Lab.



Acknowledgements

 Review Committee: Maria Chamizo-Llatas, Lijuan Ruan, Björn 
Schenke, Elizabeth Worcester

 This year’s $2,500 prize is made possible by funding from 
Brookhaven Science Associates as well as generous support 
from Fred and Suzan Goldhaber, the Brookhaven National 
Laboratory Nuclear Particle Physics Directorate, and the Long 
Island Chapter of the American Nuclear Society.

Marc-André Pleier 9/9


	Slide Number 1
	Agenda
	About BWIS
	About BWIS
	Gertrude Scharff-Goldhaber
	Gertrude Scharff-Goldhaber
	Gertrude Scharff-Goldhaber
	March 27, 1992 
	March 27, 1992 
	March 27, 1992 
	March 27, 1992 
	March 27, 1992 
	1992 First Prize Recipient
	1992 First Prize Recipient
	Recipients Thus Far
	Recipients Thus Far
	Recipients Thus Far
	Recipients Thus Far
	Rebekah Pestes
	Acknowledgements

